The secretions of the paracloacal glands of an adult male broad-snouted caiman ( Caiman latirostris) were analyzed by GC/MS. 3,7-Dimethyl-6-octen-l-ol (citro nellol) and four citronellyl esters, with acid moieties ranging from two to five carbons, were identified. Squalene, ß-farnesene, and straight-chain esters also were observed.
Introduction
A n analysis of the paracloacal gland secretions of crocodilians yielded the first reptilian skin com pound for which a detailed chemical structure was proposed. Fester and Bertuzzi (1934) isolated from the pooled glandular exudates of two cai mans from Brazil, Caiman crocodilus and C. lati rostris, an alcohol with a rose-like odor that they named "yacarol". This compound initially was identified as 2,6-dimethyl-2-hepten-7-ol. A subse quent analysis by Fester et al. (1937) comparing the melting points and other physical properties of the glandular com ponent with those of known compounds, however, indicated 3,7-dimethyl-6-octen -l-ol (citronellol, Fig. 1 ). We report here the re sults of an analysis by GC/MS confirming citronel lol in the paracloacal gland secretions of the Reprint requests to Prof. . 
